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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 March 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-40 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-40 is/are rejected. 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 3/17/09. Claims 1-40 are 
pending in the instant appUcation. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102(e) that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the apphcant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the apphcant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was pubhshed under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Enghsh 
language. 



3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ahmavaara et al 
(US 7359347), hereinafter referred to as Ahmavaara. 



Re claims 1 and 11, Ahmavaara discloses receiving at a first network controller 
operating according to a first radio technology, a message relay request from a mobile 
station for which the first network controller is handling a packet switched call, forming a 
relay message to include an embedded message for conveying a switch in radio 
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technology and sending the relay message to a second controller operating according to a 
second radio technology over a tunneling medium (column 3, line 51 to column 4, line 7; 
column 7, line 60 to column 8, line 6). 

Re claims 2, 3 and 12, Ahmavaara discloses a message relay request including an 
origination message for originating a call at the second network controller operating 
according to a second radio technology (figure 2, column 6, lines 36-45). 

Re claims 4, 5 and 13, Ahmavaara discloses a message relay request including an 
identifier identifying the message relay request as a message relay request and an 
identifier of a packet data serving node handling the packet switched cal of the mobile 
station (column 2, lines 1-20). 

Re claims 6 and 16, Ahmavaara discloses receiving a relay message, from the 
second controller, including a channel assignment message, the channel assignment 
message indicating a channel assigned to the mobile station for communicating with the 
second network controller; and sending a message relay response to the mobile station 
that includes the channel assignment message (column 5, lines 52-61). 

Re claims 7 and 15, Ahmavaara discloses requesting handoff of the mobile station 
to the second radio technology (column 2, lines 50-55). 

Re claims 8-10, 17 and 18, Ahmavaara discloses requesting transition of the 
packet switched call to either a packet switched call or a circuit switched call (column 2, 
lines 50-63). 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,579 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2419 

Re claim 14, Ahmavaara discloses establishing a signaling relationship with the 
identified packet data serving node such that the second network controller receives 
packetized traffic destined for the mobile station (figure 3 a). 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102(b) that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 19-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Guilford et al 
(US 20020087674), hereinafter referred to as Guilford. 

Re claims 19, 29, 34 and 40, Guilford discloses sending at least one message 
identifying wireless elements in use by the wireless unit and wireless elements available 
to the wireless unit for each of a plurality of network types and receiving a selection of at 
least one wireless element from the wireless unit (paragraphs [0067], [0070] and [0071]). 

Re claims 20-23 and 30-33, Guilford discloses receiving at least one of an 
identifier of a network type of the wireless elements available to the wireless unit, an 
available wireless element for each of the at least one other network and an indicator of 
whether the wireless element in use by the wireless unit can relay messages to the 
selected wireless element (paragraph [0069]). 
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Re claims 24-28 and 35-39, Guilford discloses the wireless unit communicates 
with the current wireless element its choice of the selected wireless element to 
subsequently relay messages (figure 7b, element 98). 



Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/17/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 



The applicant argues that Ahmavaara fails to disclose sending the relay message 
over a tunneling medium to a second controller operating according to a second radio 
technology by stating that no tunneling medium, or other type of direct connection, 
takes place between the first network controller (7) and the second network controller 
(1 1). The examiner respectfully disagrees. It is right that there is no network 
connection between the first network controller (7) and the second network controller 
(11), but there is a direct communication line between the first network controller (7) 
and the second network controller (15) in figure 1, where the serving RNC sends a 
request message to the MSC node (15). 

The applicant further argues that Guilford fails to disclose sending at least one 
message identifying wireless elements in use by a wireless unit and wireless elements 
available to the wireless unit for each of a plurality of network types. The examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Guilford discloses sending a service request message that 
results in identifying wireless elements in use by a wireless unit and wireless 
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elements available to the wireless unit for each of a plurality of network types and 
determining optimal platform to serve the user's request (figure 7b, paragraphs [0070 
and [0071]]. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Hong Cho whose telephone number is 571-272-3087. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri during 7 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pankaj Kumar can be reached on 571-272-301 1. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Hong Cho/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2419 



